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Several WKU
employees report
tax returns filed
fraudulently
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The IRS has notified several WKU
employees that their tax returns have
been filed fraudulently.
Gordon Johnson, chief information
technology officer, said between 50
and 60 WKU employees have been affected as of Friday.
Tony Glisson, human resources
director, said he was unsure if the
fraudulently-filed tax returns are connected to the Anthem data breach,
which could have potentially compromised the identify of nearly 80 million
Americans, including 4,600 current
and former WKU employees. Anthem
has served the third-party administrator of WKU’s self-insured Employee
Health Plan since Jan. 1, 2003.
Johnson said WKU is looking to help
in any way it can.
“It’s a dynamic situation,” he said.
“We’re continuing to look at it, we’re
continuing to see if there’s any ways
we can help and… we’re continuing to
be aware that security is everybody’s
responsibility including ours.”
Late last month, Johnson sent out
an email to faculty and staff urging
them to inform WKU if they had a
fraudulent tax return filed so that the
information could be passed along to
Anthem. Glisson said the information
may or may not be helpful to Anthem
as they investigate the data breach.
Glisson said fraudulent tax return
filings happen every tax season, but
none on this scale.
“In terms of us receiving notice of
that, here in Human Resources, yeah,

SEE TAX FRAUD PAGE A2
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Chris Groves, professor of hydrogeology, sits in Crumps Cave, where he and other colleagues are researching hydrology,
ecology, archeology, geology and biology. The current biological focus of their research is white nose syndrome—a disease
threatening the lives of the federally endangered gray bats—which was recently discovered in Crumps Cave three weeks
ago. ERICA LAFSER/HERALD

Deadly disease found in bat
population at WKU’s research cave
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
HT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

W

hile bats aren’t everyone’s favorite creatures, they play an
important role in the ecoosystem. They eat large numbers off
mosquitoes and other pesky bugs.
These flying mammals, however,
r,
are currently being threatened by a
dangerous disease known as whiteenose syndrome.
Within Crumps Cave, 12 tri-colored
ored
d obbats out of a population of 53 had
servable signs of the often fatal disease.
ase. The
b. 10, when
symptoms were discovered on Feb.
Rick Toomey, director of the Mammoth Cave International Center for Science and Learning, and a team of National Park Service scientists
visited the cave to observe the bat population.
Symptoms of the syndrome include the appearance of a white fungus on
the bat’s nose, wings, ears or tail. It is caused by a fungus, called Pseudogymnoascus destructans, that grows in cold environments where bats hibernate.
Crumps Cave, located near Smiths Grove, is owned by WKU and used to
research and protect the various flora and fauna in that area, as well as the
cave itself.

The white patches
along this bat’s
snout and underside
are signs of whitenose syndrome.
Researchers
discovered 12 bats
in Crumps Cave
showing symptoms of
the disease, Saturday,
Feb. 28. SUBMITTED BY

RICK TOOMEY

SEE BATS PAGE A2
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They are responsible for a large portion of
our natural insect control, so we should be
concerned about solving this issue.”
Graduate student Robert Schaefer

@wkuherald

Limited smoking resolution
to be implemented at wku
BY JESSICA VOORHEES

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Student Government Association and staff council recently passed
proposals to limit smoking on campus, which launched an action plan to
implement those policies.
President Gary Ransdell said he thought the proposals were "well-thoughtout, researched and presented."
"I think it's a good idea, and I encouraged Nicki Taylor to follow through,"

SEE SMOKING PAGE A2

Jackson Sanders,
a sophomore
organizational
communication
major from
Cynthiana, smokes
a cigarette at
Centennial Mall,
on Monday, March
2. "There should
be more spots on
campus to get
rid of butts and
ashes,” he said.
EMiLY KASK/HERALD
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CRIME REPORTS
• Westfield, Indiana freshman Samuel Heck,
Poland Hall, was cited on Sunday, March 1 for
possession of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia in McLean Hall.
• Vine Grove sophomore Kirk Oxendine Jr., of
Northeast Hall, was arrested on Sunday, March
1 for disorderly conduct in Diddle Arena.
• Bowling Green freshman Todd Kessler reported on Sunday, March 1 his wallet and its
contents stolen from the men’s student locker
room in the Preston Center. Estimated value of
the stolen property is $20.
• Lexington junior Donte Richards was cited
on Friday, Feb. 27 for the possession of drug
paraphernalia in the Kentucky Street Apartments complex.
• Paducah freshman defensive lineman Evan
James Sayner, Barnes-Campbell Hall, was
arrested on Friday, Feb. 27 for alcohol intoxication, possession of alcohol by a minor and
possession/display of a fictitious or revoked
operating license on Alumni Drive.
• Glasgow sophomore Heather Qaddura
received on Friday, Feb. 27 a fraudulent check
for $2,200 after working as a secret shopper in
Glasgow.

Correction
• On Thursday, Feb. 26 the Herald incorrectly
reported in an infographic that the Lady
Topper basketball team’s game against FAU
would take place at Diddle Arena. The game
took place in Boca Raton, Florida. The Herald
regrets this error.

TAX FRAUD
Continued from FRONT

there’s been a significant number
greater than in the past,” he said.
Glisson said there hasn’t been any
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BATS

Not all bats in
Crumps Cave
show signs of
white-nose
syndrome.
Twelve of the 53
bats monitored
by researchers
display WNS.

Continued from FRONT
Bats are the first line of defense
against agricultural pests, as well
as other insects, such as mosquitoes, that can carry diseases. Bats
eat a large number of insects every night, keeping populations in
check. If the bats started to die out,
the number of insects would increase, leading to the use of more
pesticides or increased transmissions of diseases.
Robert Schaefer, a graduate
student from Cecilia, works at
Crumps Cave. He’s seen several
members of the bat population
and is aware they were recently
found with WNS. Schaefer said
he understands the role bats
play in our ecosystem.
“An issue like this matters in that
WNS is decimating our native bat
populations,” he said. “They are
responsible for a large portion of
our natural insect control, so we
should be concerned about solving this issue.”
Christopher Groves, a hydrogeology professor in the department
of geography and geology, stressed
the seriousness of the situation.
“This is a disease that is ravaging bats, and so far, more than five
or six million of them have been
killed by this disease since it was
first discovered in 2006, and so far,
there is absolutely nothing to do to
stop it,” he said. “They understand

SMOKING

Continued from FRONT
he said.
Ransdell said in order to implement the plan, he will appoint a
council consisting of two students,
two faculty and two staff members
to decide the "logistics," which was
a recommendation from SGA.
SGA president Nicki Taylor said
the resolution will designate 39
areas for smoking, and these locations will decrease gradually over
a three-year period.

common link between the employees
that have reported their fraudulently
filed tax returns.
He said the IRS provides methods for
those who have had their tax returns filed
fraudulently, but there is a bigger dilemma.

SUBMITTED BY
RICK TOOMEY

what’s doing it now, but there’s no
treatment or preventative for it,” he
said. “So, it’s very clear that there’s
at least a possibility that there’s
subspecies of bats, who know how
many, who could go extinct in a really short period of time.”
Whitenosesyndrome.org, an informational website which offers
methods for fighting against WNS,
describes scientists’ current understanding of WNS and its outcomes.
“Bats may lose their fat reserves,
which they need to survive hibernation, long before the winter
is over,” the website said. “They
often leave their hibernacula [a
shelter occupied during the winter by a dormant animal] during
the winter and die.”
Since there’s no cure, the current
approach is to not disturb the bats
and let them fight the disease on
their own. Secluding the sick bats
from the healthy could worsen

their condition or spread to unaffected bats.
Toomey suggests that those
venturing into caves need to
make sure their cave gear is clean
and free of contamination as
they move from one cave to another to prevent the spread of
the fungus. Scientists believe the
disease is transferred by the bats
themselves, but also by people
tracking it through shoes and
other gear.
Toomey says that while not
much can be done for the sick
bats, the survivors will need help.
“The bats that are still surviving
need as much good habitat and
as much help as possible, so helping to maintain good habitat, bat
houses and things like that will
help the bats that make it through
this,” he said. “The bats that survive are going to need as many
friends as they can get.”

Taylor said the council will decide the end number of locations.
The restrictions on smoking
won’t extend to electronic cigarettes and smokeless tobacco.
Ransdell said the student ambassador program will enforce the
smoking policy and not the campus police.
The staff council smoking committee submitted its proposal
Dec. 3, 2014. Staff council took a
longer goal to becoming a “Limited Tobacco Use Campus,” according to the proposal, opting for

a five-year plan, rather than SGA’s
three years.
Prior to presenting a plan, staff
council looked at Purdue University’s smoke-free policy for inspiration.
Taylor said the goal is to begin
implementing these policies in
fall 2015, but the council will ultimately decide when to begin.
"There's so much still up in the
air till what the committee decides," she said.
Ransdell said the campus will
achieve the limited smoking objective by the end of 2017.

“… I think the greater problem would
be that their personal data is out there,
somewhere, being used by unauthorized persons,” he said.
Johnson stressed the importance
that people routinely check their per-

sonal information online and to make
sure it’s secure.
“In this day and age, if you’re not
doing that stuff, you’re sort of neglecting a process you should be doing in the digital age,” he said.
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PTS seeks to increase parking permit fee for next year
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Parking and Transportation Services will meet with the administrative
council March 9 to propose an increase in parking fees for the next academic school year.
Jennifer Tougas, director of PTS, said
there hasn’t been a parking permit fee
increase since the 2008 to 2009 fiscal
year.
Last semester, changes were made
to the parking situation at WKU, such
as the addition of housing premium
and non-premium parking permits

and a limit on how many commuter
permits would be sold this year, Tougas said.
“This was the first year there were two
different housing parking permits,”
Tougas said. “We did this in hopes that
more students would leave their cars
home.”
More students brought their cars
to campus this year, which wasn’t expected. PTS believed the incentive to
increase parking permit prices would
prompt more students to leave their
cars at home, Tougas said.
However, students like Louisville
freshman Lanisha Hambric said leav-

ing cars at home isn’t an option for
some.
“People need their cars to get to and
from off-campus jobs, and all students don’t have family that can pick
them up from campus, so increasing
the price is like a form of punishment
to those students, in my opinion,” she
said.
One reason for the addition of nonpremium and premium permits this
year was due to the changes made
to the Topper Transit services, which
included expanded services on the
Green Line, which takes students to
various shopping destinations around

Bowling Green.
Next week’s proposed increases
would boost commuter passes by
about 10 percent, making them $100,
and would raise housing permits by
about 20 percent, making premium
passes $220 and non-premium passes
$110.
Currently, commuter permits cost
$90, premium housing permits cost
$180, and non-premium housing permits cost $90.
“This is a congestion price model,
where we are trying to reduce parking
demand in the most congested areas
by raising permit prices,” Tougas said.

Gatton Academy renovation bidding process to begin this week
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The bidding process for the expansion of Florence Schneider Hall,
which houses the Gatton Academy,
will begin on March 3 or 4 said Kerra
Ogden, project manager for Capital
Construction.
Project bidding numbers were to
be received in the Planning, Design
and Construction department on
Feb. 26, Bryan Russell, chief facilities officer, said via email. However,
due to the winter storm that began
on Feb. 16, the process had to be
pushed back.
There are roughly eight general contractors looking to bid on the this project, Ogden said.
“We feel that on this size project,

which is about $7.5 million, having
seven or eight bidders is a pretty good
number,” Ogden said.
The funding for this project came
from a state funding increase, which
goes toward paying tuition, housing
and meal plans for the students of Gatton, said Gatton Academy director Lynette Breedlove.
Breedlove said third-party private
funding is actually paying for the renovations.
“The legislative funding was incentive for us to accept more students
into the academy, but private funding
is what is paying for the renovations,”
Breedlove said.
Renovations to Gatton Academy are
being done to expand upon bed space
so more students can be accepted into
the academy.

“There are currently 60 females and
60 males [at Gatton] and they wanted
to expand the number from 120 to 200
students in the academy,” Ogden said.
“So we are renovating the space to add
80 beds to the building space,” she
said.
Ogden and the selected contractor
will also be working to create more
storage space and space for the entire
college to meet together.
“There is a space on the fourth floor
where all the students can get together
and the space is really really tight,” said
Ogden.
During the time of the renovation,
Gatton students and staff will be
housed in Bates-Runner Hall, Ogden
said.
The renovation will begin in May
2015 and be completed by June 2016.

For the upcoming academic year,
Gatton has 60 spots to be filled and has
already received 200 applications.
Breedlove said getting into Gatton is
a competitive process.
The expansion to the academy allows
more students to be accepted, which is
important to Breedlove.
“I rather send out more acceptance
letters than sorry we can’t accept you,”
Breedlove said.
Overall, Gatton Academy is excited
to grow alongside the WKU community.
“I’m excited about the renovation,”
Breedlove said. “We appreciate being a part of the WKU community
because the people are warm and
friendly, and Gatton wants to be a
contributing factor of that community.”

SGA approves resolution for $10 million parking garage
BY ANNA LAWSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU students’ days of searching for
parking spots may be numbered.
The Student Government Association has recently passed a resolution to
support the creation of a new parking
structure. The resolution calls for a $30
increase in tuition each semester to
fund the structure.
“It has been on the table for the parking and transportation committee for

the whole academic year,” SGA President Nicki Taylor said. “We tried to get
the opinion of students on campus to
decide what to do.”
The resolution said the garage would
be built on what is currently part of
Creason Lot — colloquially referred
to as Egypt. It also suggested that after the anticipated demolition of Tate
Page Hall, a temporary gravel parking
lot will be created in its place to allow
for some extra parking areas while the
garage is being built.

The authors of the resolution are
Zach Jones, Brian Chism and Nathan
Cherry. Chism said the structure will
hold around 500 cars and will take

“It affects those who don’t park on
campus,” he said. “Students who take
online classes or go to different campuses would also have to pay.”

I feel like we were rushing into it. I spoke
to a Glasgow student who felt they were
not involved with the decision.”
SGA Chief of Staff Seth Church
about 18 months to complete once
construction begins.
As of now, the resolution will be presented to the Board of Regents before
going to the Council on Postsecondary Education to approve student
fees. Taylor said she hopes all of this is
completed by the end of this semester.
Then the university can acquire a bond
and begin construction next semester.
One point of disagreement within
SGA on the resolution was the idea that
it was on a tight timeframe.
SGA Chief of Staff Seth Church said
he felt they had not included any of the
other regional campuses.
“I feel like we were rushing into it,”
he said. “I spoke to a Glasgow student
who felt they were not involved with
the decision.”
Church said he does agree that something needs to be done about parking,
but he isn't sure this is the best way.
Church was also concerned because
all of the students who go to WKU will
have to pay the $30 tuition fee, not just
those who are on the Bowling Green
campus.

Chism said that it may have seemed
rushed because they had to stick to a
formal time table.
“I would argue that we looked into it,
and spoke to a lot of people about it,”
he said. “Most everyone we spoke with
was for it.”
Taylor said President Gary Ransdell
had requested the deadline of the end
of February. She said the week of snow
and upcoming spring break added to
getting it done quickly. They are presenting at the Board of Regents meeting on March 27.
“We wanted to make sure we had
time to work out logistics and gather
information,” she said. “We want to
take care of any questions before we
meet with the Board of Regents.”
Taylor said the student fee of around
$30 will continue until the parking
structure is paid off. Whenever the
bond is paid off, the fee will stop.
Chism wanted to be clear that the increase on parking pass fees is not due
to this resolution, which was already
decided and is unrelated to this resolution.
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OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

TWEETS FROM

THE HILL

@topsfan47: "Hmm, lemme see. I
got two WKU shirts on, WKU sweatpants on and I'm wearing a hat depicting our beloved mascot. Nothing wrong here"—27 Feb 2015

@_WangAndy: How do I sign up
to kick some sigma chi ass at WKU
fight night next year?—27 Feb 2015
@JennaWillett010: When your
professor didn't move the deadline
from snow week on blackboard so
that you could submit your homework... #WKU #ProfessorProblems
—27 Feb 2015
@CardinalFan23: Theirs no way in
hell WKU is the biggest party school
in the state NO WAY
—27 Feb 2015
@SantangeloKid:
WKU
WHY
WOULD YOU SCHEDULE SCHOLARS ATP ON A SCHOOL DAY? THE
SCHOLARS ARE THE ONES WHO
WANT TO BE AT SCHOOL. WE NEED
TO KEEP UP OUR 4.0'S. —27 Feb 2015
@kylew_18: First thing I saw last
night when I got out of my car on
Wku campus was a drug deal. —28
Feb 2015
@Taterbuggg0: WKU Fight night
should have its own snapchat story!—27 Feb 2015
@ClassyDeonna: If i get the ACT
score I want I'm changing my major
and going to WKU—27 Feb 2015
@13thgravegypt: There's a WKU
jeep driving around on campus I
want it—27 Feb 2015
@Ben_Camby: Well apparently
we're staying another night in WKU
all cause of s coin flip. Haha alright
here we go. —28 Feb 2015
@sis_jimmy: Yes, WKU is expensive,
but who I've met, what I've learned
and who I've become is far worth it.
#WKU —27 Feb 2015

Dazed & Confucius

Lack of Information is troubling

THE ISSUE: A new building has been approved for construction by the Board of
Regents for the Confucius Institute program, despite lack of information and
worldwide controversy concerning the
institute.

with it all together. The University of
Chicago, for example, presented a
petition signed by more than 100 faculty members to close the center due
to concerns relating to faculty hiring,
course content and programming.
Stockholm University in Sweden will
also close their center by the end of
summer 2015 due to conflicting goals.
Other complaints from universities,
such as those in Canada and Japan, allege that the institute is a tool for Chinese propaganda, academic censorship and government spying.
Never mind that the $500,000 the
research department seemed to be
strong armed into donating could
have been used for scientific research.
Forget about the other possibilities
that the land could’ve been used for.
The lack of information proffered by
the administration and the absence of
conversation about these allegations
is troubling itself.
Former provost and current faculty
regent Barbara Burch was the sole dissenting regent in the vote for the project, expressing concerns over control
of the building and curriculum, as well

OUR STANCE: The university does a phenomenal job of being all inclusive with international reach. However, with a reputation of being less than prestigious, a new
building specifically designated for the
Confucius Institute doesn’t seem to be in
WKU's best interests.

I

t’s just like when an overzealous
man attempts to get lucky an hour
into a first date — everything is
moving much too fast, confusion is
abundant and there wasn’t any discussion beforehand about how things
might turn out.
Barely a decade old, the Confucius
Institute already has nearly 500 institutes on six different continents. In
the past five years alone, several universities have questioned the goals
of the program as well as severed ties

as the contract already having been
signed a month earlier when President
Ransdell was in China.
What kind of commitments are we
really making with this contract? How
much involvement will faculty have?
How much access will students have?
Why was the contract signed early?
What does the administration think of
the allegations against the institute?
All of these questions seem to have
an unbearably evasive answer. Even if
a faculty regent has reservations based
on lack of information, not enough
discussions are being had concerning
this decision.
Despite the fact these plans have apparently been in motion for several
years in order to accrue the interest
necessary to receive the building, all
of this feels incredibly sudden and out
of place. Too much of this decision has
been made under cloudy conditions,
with the specifics shrouded in darkness. In this situation, or in any other,
concerns need to be addressed and
discussed to an exhaustive extent before anything is set in stone.

NOW PLAYING

Glitz on the surface, ‘Focus’ storyline loses focus
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM
In the film, “Focus,”
deception runs rampant, with con artists
and thieves constantly
JACKSON trying to pull fast ones
FRENCH on each other. Appropriately, the movie tries
to do the same to the
Now Playing: audience, hoping that
Watch out for throwing enough glitz
what to watch. and plot twists around

will distract from the abundant weaknesses.
The movie revolves around Nicky, a
con man played by Will Smith, who allows Jess, played by Margot Robbie, to
train as his apprentice. Despite Smith’s
access to a bottomless well of charisma, he doesn’t have much chemistry
with Robbie. About half the movie consists of Nicky and Jess looking at each
other and failing to convince us they’re
in love. Sure, they’re attractive and the
settings are gorgeous, but neither of
those cover up the lack of passion or
any real reason for them to be together.
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While the segments of the movie
that showcase Nicky’s trade are fun to
watch, it’s impossible to suspend your
disbelief as much as they want you to.
Most of the time, Nicky leads a gang of
pickpockets that work with laughably
unrealistic efficiency. The more elaborate cons, particularly those requiring
segments that deconstruct the trick,
are even more cartoonish and far too
convoluted to work in real life.
As a con artist movie, “Focus” is required to have a few scenes where
things aren’t what they initially appear
to be. This perceived need to take the

story in unexpected directions leads
every plot twist to be more preposterous than the last. When the plot gets
more involved in the second half, it
continuously wriggles away from believability.
With its attention always zoomed in
on attractive people, glamorous outfits and luxurious locations, “Focus”
only cares about looks. Though great
production values are placed at the
movie’s forefront, it’s still too hard to
look past the increasingly ridiculous
storyline.
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THE FUN PAGE

SUDOKU

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

ACROSS
1 Beginning on
5 No ordinary party
9 Keister
13 Big Island coffee
region
14 Sap-sucking insect
16 Put on board
17 Learning ctr.
18 “Being John
Malkovich” director
20 Bit of dust
21 Readies for another
voyage
22 “Mr. & Mrs. Smith”
co-star
26 Portions out
29 One making waves
30 Sean Lennon’s mom
31 Occasionally
32 Three-time Hopkins
role
34 At hand
35 Slangily,
overimbibe; literally,
what the starts of 18-,

22-, 49- and 54-Across
can do
38 Fictional
archaeologist Croft
40 Bakery array
41 Promises
44 “Hawaii Five-0”
actor Daniel __ Kim
45 Cellular messenger
48 Ambien maker
49 Saddle storage area
51 Longhorn rival
53 Mandlikova of tennis
54 Nervous habit
58 Prophet’s concern
59 Promgoer’s concern
60 Really enjoy
61 One of 28 Monopoly
cards
62 Places for hats
63 Jazz singer Horne
64 Icelandic literary
work
DOWN
1 With hands on hips

2 Northern Mexican
state
3 GM navigation system
4 Meant to be
5 __-relief
6 iPhone purchase
7 See 12-Down
8 Enjoy the Pacific Crest
Trail
9 Literary arcs
10 Redeemed from
captivity
11 Carpenter’s tool
12 With 7-Down, punny
message site
15 Make leaner
19 Leave at the altar
23 Expert on feet?
24 Foot part
25 Wrecks completely
27 Tetley offering
28 Estonia, until 1991:
Abbr.
31 Doomed 1588
fighting force
32 Gigs for 22-Across,

often
33 Expressive rock
genre
35 Bribing
36 Rescue op
37 Smell bad
38 Old DJ’s platters
39 India Pale __
42 Shapeless mass
43 Start of a selection
process
45 Didn’t stay put
46 “Thanks, but I’m
set!”
47 Actress Plummer
49 Hackneyed
50 __ Island
52 Bibliog. catchall
54 Brief refresher
55 Solitaire foundation
card
56 Wimple wearer
57 Credit-weighted no.

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

HELP WANTED
City of Bowling Green
SPECIAL POPULATIONS INSTRUCTORS
Parks & Recreation Department - Special Populations
Assists, plans, and instructs classes, sports, and fitness for
children and Senior citizen population. Serves as coach
and assists with coordination of Special Olympics/Adult
Athletic Team. High School diploma (or GED) required
with a minimum of two years of college course work
in Therapeutic Recreation (or related). CPR, First Aid
certifications and CDL license required (or ability to obtain),
with good driving record. SALARY: $31,880/yr ($15.32/
hr) plus excellent benefit package. HOURS: 40 hours per
week, evening and weekend work required.
Interested applicants can apply online
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or at the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling
Green. Application Deadline: Friday, March 13, 2015.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

City of Bowling Green
SUMMER AQUATICS
Applications are currently being accepted for the
following Parks and Recreation Aquatics positions
for the Sims Aquatic Center. Hours, salaries, and job
requirements will vary depending upon position.
Pool Attendant I & II
Pool Lifeguards
Swim Instructors
Concession/Admission
Manager

Recreation Staff Assistant I
Pool Manager
Assistant Pool Manager
Laborer

Interested applicants can apply online
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs
or at the Human Resources Department in City Hall,
1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Verdi Restaurant Downtown BG is
looking for experienced servers. If you
would like working in a fine dining
environment apply in person at
410 E. Main Street, Downtown BG.

AllStar Sports Photography is seeking photographers,
photographer trainees and coordinators. Must be able to
relate well with children and work as a team. We furnish
equipment and transportation. Experienced photographers
earn up to $14 per hour including travel time. This is
seasonal work and primarily on Saturdays. Please send
resume to Richard@4allstar.com or call 270-781-6511 x2

AllStar Photo Labs is seeking a qualified part time
graphic design person to work in our lab/print/design area.
Qualified candidate will have a good working knowledge
of CS4 or higher. Start training this month with flexible
hours and a good work environment.
Please send resume to Richard@4allstar.com or call
270-781-6511 x2.

BREAD

RISES

SO DO

OUR

PEOPLE
We’re looking for dedicated:
º AM & PM Line Cooks
º Service Attendants
º Cashiers
º Bakers
º Dishwashers
º Deliver Drivers - clean driving record required
As a growing company, we’re always looking for our
future leaders. Join the crew at Corner Bakery Cafe, we’re
a place where growth, better hours and great potential is
on offer every day. That’s all served in a culture that
understands you have to have a life andneed the time to
enjoy it. SAVOR your opportunity today!

APPLY IN PERSON ANYDAY
1951 Scottsville Road
Bowling Green, KY
An Equal Opportunity Employer

www.cornerbakerycafe.com

Customer
Service Representative
Pool and Spa Depot is looking for an open and
outgoing team player. Someone who enjoys
helping customers one on one. Position is full-time
and weekends required.Compensation includes
both hourly wages and commissions. Please apply
in person: 1830 Wallace Court, Bowling Green,
KY.

FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights
Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
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momma
said, ‘KNOCK YOU OUT’
S

igma Chi fraternity's annual Fight Night took
place on Thursday, Feb. 26 and Friday, Feb. 27
at "The Compound" at 399 Kentucky Street in
Bowling Green. Greek-sponsored fighters competed
under the eye of USA Boxing Officials including a former Olympic judge in a bracketed tournament which
culminated on the second night. Ticket sales, concessions, alcohol and VIP seating and bottle service contributed to the celebratory atmosphere and to a charity donation to the Huntsman Cancer Institute.

TOP: WKU senior Nick Wheeler, sponsored by Alpha Delta Pi sorority, flexes to the audience after knocking down his opponent in the
annual Sigma Chi “Battle of the Greeks” Fight Night at "The Compound" in Bowling Green. Wheeler was one of the few competitors
to knock down his opponent during the two-day competition.
HARRISON HILL/HERALD

ABOVE: Sigma Chi sophomore Drew Davis catches his
breath after winning the final match of the first night of
Fight Night, Thursday Feb. 26. At the charity event hosted
by his fraternity, Davis defeated Kappa Sigma sophomore
Tony Nicholas after three rounds of fighting. LEANORA BENKATO/HERALD

RIGHT: WKU sophomore and Lamda Chi fraternity member,
Clay Skipworth, punches senior Kyle Dahl, sponsored by
Sigma Kappa sorority, in the final match of the annual Sigma
Chi “Battle of the Greeks” Fight Night at the "The Compound"
in Bowling Green. Hundreds of students from around Kentucky came to witness this fight among others on Friday, Feb.
27. LEANORA BENKATO/HERALD
BOTTOM LEFT: WKU sophomore Tony Nicholas, right, from
Kappa Sigma lays down in the locker room with his mom
and trainer Tina Burrell, left, after his fight against Sigma Chi
Drew Davison on Thursday, Feb. 26 at the "The Compound."
Nicholas lost to Davis in a decision after three rounds. "You
rocked my world!" Davis said to Nicholas after the fight was
over. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

LEFT: Fans cheer
during the annual
Sigma Chi “Battle
of the Greeks” Fight
Night competition
at "The Compound"
in Bowling Green,
Thursday, Feb. 26.
The competition
was put on to raise
money for cancer research and featured
over a dozen boxers
from the Kentucky
area. HARRISON HILL/

HERALD
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YOU
BETTER

WORK
Drag queens rule the night

BY ANDREW HENDERSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

drag queen has been his professional

career for over 30 years. His career first
started in Bowling Green and then

Crowds lined Kentucky Street outside

went on to Nashville, but he quickly

The Compound, anxiously waiting to

arrived in Florida, where he headlined

join the company of several fabulous

shows at clubs for 18 years.

royals.

“It’s just strictly entertainment,” he said.

The Compound hosted Illusions

Reed said that while his career was

Drag Show with a lineup of eight drag

fun in the beginning, after 30 years it

queens. While the show didn’t start

became more of a job and lost some

until 10:30 p.m. Saturday, people were

of its fun qualities. He said he enjoys

lined up outside the doors an hour

pieces of it such as when he’s out

prior, shuddering with anticipation.

there on stage in the moment, but the

“I did my first drag show in a single-

packing and preparation leaves more

wide trailer,” Carmella Marcella Garcia

to be desired.

joked with her captivated audience.

“I’m at work right now, and I’ll be glad

Garcia served as the co-host and

when I get off work,” Reed said.

emcee for the drag show. Out of

character, Garcia is George Timothy

Reed, a Brownsville native and WKU

alum. Reed recalled the first time he

saw a drag queen while at a gay bar

Reed also worked alongside several
man.
“When I saw a drag queen I was like,
‘Shit that’s what I gotta do’,” he said.

a member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, a

other performers that night such

fraternity for men with interest in music,

as Dutchess Divina. Saturday was

and Sigma Phi Epsilon.

in Nashville. He commented that, at

Reed went to WKU to study music to be

Reed has been a singer, entertainer

first, he couldn’t believe that it was a

a music teacher. While at WKU, he was

and pageant coach. However, being a

Divina’s first night performing at
"The Compound", but she has been
performing for eight years.
Offstage, Divina is Joshua Peay, a
Morgantown native, got her start in

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM KOLB

drag with WKU’s Outlet Alliance in

TOP: Dianna Blackwell, of Bowling Green, performs at The Illusions drag show at 399 Kentucky Street, Saturday, Feb. 28.

2007, performing in a drag show to

CENTER: Joshua Peay, of Morgantown, who performs as Dutchess Divina, glues a fake eyelash to her eyelid as she prepares
to perform in drag at The Illusions drag show in Bowling Green, Saturday, Feb. 28. Peay has been performing in drag for more than 10 years.

raise money for the organization and

SEE QUEENS PAGE B2

Meteorology students predict
their future in forecasting
BY ANNA LAWSON

LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Snowmageddon. Snowpocalypse.
Or, in the analytic mind of a meteorologist, simply a record-setting winter storm. Two weeks ago, these ingredients incited a week filled with snow
and freezing temperatures, as well as
a closed WKU campus.
According to the National Weather
Service, Feb. 16 was the seventh snowiest day on record for Bowling Green,
accumulating 12.6 inches, as well as
reaching some of the lowest temperatures on Feb. 19, at minus 7 degrees.
The public had mixed feelings about
the town’s wintry paralysis, but for meteorology students, it provided an opportunity to test out their forecasting abilities.

“We were able to forecast the event
fairly well and in advance of it,” Josh
Durkee, associate professor of meteorology/geography, said. “It makes
it exciting when we make these predictions and then we are able to verify
that what we did was correct.”
The processes that go into predicting weather events require thorough
calculations and intuition. Meteorologists interpret various weather prediction models that are pieced together
by computed amounts of information
received from different stations.
The issue with these weather models stem from the stations having
varying degrees of preciseness, dependent upon equipment, as well

SEE METEOROLOGY PAGE B2

Freshman Jake Bryant, center, of West Liberty, and senior Caleb Chevalier, left, of Henderson, practice a tornado warning drill during a meeting of the WKU Storm Team, WKU’s meteorology club, in the Academic Complex, on Thursday
Feb. 26. Chevalier is the team manager and both students are meteorology majors. EMILY KASK/HERALD
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B2
Award-winning journalists to present to students
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Award-winning author and newspaper reporter Beth Macy and nationallyrenown photographer Jared Soares will
give a talk entitled “Outsiders and Underdogs: Telling the Untold Stories of
Globalization’s Aftermath” on Wednesday March 4.
This talk is a part of the 11th annual
School of Journalism & Broadcasting’s
John B. Gaines Family Lecture Series.
The free event starts at 7:30 p.m. in
the Mass Media and Technology Hall
auditorium, and is open to the public.
A book signing by Macy and a picture
presentation by Soares will follow.
The series, which launched in 2004
as a tribute to the 150th anniversary
of the Gaines’ family-owned Bowling
Green Daily News, brings award-winning journalists to WKU. Past speakers

have included Peter Essick, a National
Geographic photographer, in 2014,
and Todd Gilman, the Washington
Bureau Chief for the Dallas Morning
News, in 2013.
Professor Josh Meltzer, assistant professor of journalism and a member of the
Gaines Family Lecture Committee, said
several factors lead them to ask Macy and
Soares to speak, one of which was their
embodiment of ideals WKU desires.
“The school is pressing for more
collaboration between students and
classes, and you know, working together, and this is a great example of
that because Jared started a project
that inspired Macy to do a newspaper
series, which then inspired her to do a
full length book, so it’s definitely about
journalists working together,” he said.
Macy won a Lukas prize for her nonfiction book, “Factory Man: How One Furniture Maker Battled Offshoring, Stayed
Local — and Helped Save an American

Town.” She has also received several
awards during her long career as a newspaper reporter, including the prestigious
Nieman Fellowship for Journalism from
Harvard University in 2010.
Soares is an award-winning, independent photographer based in
Washington, D.C. His clients include
Discovery, The New York Times, Microsoft and The Wall Street Journal.
Some of his work is held in the public
collections of the Sloane Art Library
at the University of North Carolina,
the Indie Photobook Library and the
Portland Art Museum. He also has
solo exhibitions held in several galleries, including the Warner Gallery in
Middletown, Delaware and the Blue
Sky Gallery in Portland, Oregon.
Amanda Crawford, an assistant
professor of journalism, and another
member of the Gaines Family Lecture
Committee, thinks Macy and Soares’
talk will benefit both students and the

community.
“I think Beth Macy’s and Jared Soares’
work is an example to our students of
the kind of excellent reporting and photojournalism that can be done in world
communities and our states to show
international issues,” she said. “Beth’s
book really looks at globalization and the
impact on workers and communities,
and certainly these are issues that are
relevant to us here in our community.”
In addition to the talk, Macy will
speak in the advanced reporting class
on Wednesday, March 4 at 1:50 p.m.
in MMTH room 227, and the feature
writing class on Thursday, March 5 at
9:35 a.m. in the same room. Soares
will speak at the picture stories class
on Wednesday,- March 4 at 1:50 p.m.
in MMTH Room 118, and also will
review student portfolios on March 5
from 9 a.m. to noon. These events are
for students of the classes, but others
are welcome to sit in.

THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN

Jessica Lynch, 14, has her hair and makeup done by volunteers prior to the start of the Hillvue Heights 2015 Jesus Prom. The event was held
to provide individuals with disabilities the opportunity to attend a prom of their own, complete with complimentary hair and makeup, free
crowns, tiaras and volunteer escorts for the evening. WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD

QUEENS

CONTINUED FROM LIFE

has been doing it ever since.
“The fact that I get to put on makeup
and look pretty and then dance around
in heels, but the most appealing thing to
me is probably that I get to make people
laugh … ,” Peay said.
Peay’s passion for drag was shared by
fellow performer and Bowling Green
native Venus Knight. Knight will have
been doing drag for seven years this July.
Knight recalled being approached by a
show director at a sports bar and being
asked to perform several times before
agreeing to.

“I’m pretty, and I travel, and I meet
wonderful people,” she said.
In regards to the type of community
within drag, Knight said that while
she’d love to say that it’s perfect, it’s not.
She elaborated on this by saying the
drag community is similar to any other
community of people — some days
members will like each other and some
days they won’t.
“It’s really like any other community,”
Knight said.
Although the community may not be
perfect, many of the drag queens have
performed with each other for so long
that a bond is present.
“We’re definitely a group of sisters,”
Peay said.

Performers Joshua Peay, left, also known as Dutchess Divina, and Hernando Q, o Adriana
Fuentes, prepare to perform in drag at The Illusions drag show in Bowling Green, Saturday,
Feb. 28. Peay is from Morgantown and Q traveled from Lexington for the show. WILLIAM
KOLB/HERALD

METEOROLOGY
Continued from LIFE

as ways the information is interpreted.
Because these systems all contain flaws,
a lot of room for error exists that meteorologists must muddle through.
“The job of a forecaster is to interpret
all those flaws, take all the pros, take all
the cons and use their understanding of
meteorology to give their interpretation
of those interpretations,” Durkee said.
In the past, the typical weatherman on
TV could easily not have a meteorology
background. Durkee explained that it
wasn’t uncommon for a normal broadcaster to be given the role of weather
forecaster and simply read off the weather maps that the news station received.
At WKU a sizeable amount of meteorology students are choosing a background in broadcasting as well in order to serve the public with reputable
weather information. One such group is
practicing this during their college years.
Formed in the late 1990s, the WKU
Storm Team’s mission statement looks to

practice accurate prediction and serving
the Bowing Green community.
Henderson senior and team manager
Caleb Chevalier said the goal “is to keep
the campus safe, and the community of
Bowling Green safe and we’ve expanded
that to a whole listening area.”
During important weather events,
like thunderstorms, tornadoes and this
anomalous winter storm, the Storm
Team utilizes multiple forms of media
to transmit information, via the campus radio station Revolution 91.7, News
Channel 12 and Twitter.
Chevalier had always been interested
in weather as a child, and he enjoyed
performing in choir and church plays. A
minor in broadcasting was appealing because of a desire to serve the community
through the exhibition of what he knew.
“I felt that broadcast was the best avenue, you could say, to tackle that,” he said.
After beginning to actually study the science, Chevalier found meteorology to be
a lot more complex than he once thought.
“I knew there was a lot that I didn’t
know… but it really does sweep you off
your feet, and make you step back a little

bit,” he said. “It’s a very difficult major, but
it’s a very rewarding one at the same time.”
According to the American Meteorological Society, many meteorologists are
employed by the federal government,
particularly within NOAA, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Most weather data in America is free
to the public. Europe, on the other hand,
sells their data, but they have a higher
resolution model and integrate information differently. The United States’ global
weather model was just updated in January to be similar to Europe’s, but the continent is working to have higher performing technology all the same. Durkee said
it is a lot like the race to the moon.
The accuracy of American weather
forecasting could be improved upon if
more money was dedicated to better
technology and equipment. However, “a
lot of people don’t believe that the weather sector is important as it is,” Durkee
said. But agriculture, infrastructure,and
the overall economy can be massively
affected if a severe drought or hurricane
were to wreak havoc on a region.
Durkee hopes that as technology im-

proves and time goes on, the standard
three-day to five-day weather forecast
can increase to a week-long forecast
with the same degree of accuracy. Forty
years ago, a one to two-day forecast was
about as precise as meteorologists and
their equipment could be without making dramatic conjectures. Another common goal is to bridge the gap between
the information and the public.
“We’re trying to get the public prepared, and save lives, like in the event of
a winter storm like the one we just had,”
Chevalier said. “Meteorologists at the
national and local level are frantically
trying to figure out the best way to communicate that, because right now, we’re
only doing an okay job, to be honest.”
And even though the common joke is
to ‘blame it on the weatherman’ when
weather forecasts prove to be incorrect,
Durkee said meteorologists aim to be
less and less wrong. This is something he
tries to impart on his students.
“A good meteorologist has to be humble,” Chevalier said. “A good meteorologist knows how to learn from their mistakes, how to take it in stride.”
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Hilltoppers sweep weekend series against Southern Illinois
BY JOHN REECER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU (5-5) scored 28 runs
while giving up 13 in three
games to sweep Southern Illinois (1-10) in the Hilltoppers
home-opening series at Nick
Denes Field.
The three wins were much
needed for a Hilltoppers team
coming off a four-game losing
streak against Evansville, Belmont, and Vanderbilt.
“We knew we were better
than that. We just got off to
a rough start and hopefully,
this helps to turn the season
around,” freshman outfielder
Kaleb Duckworth said.
Duckworth helped the Hilltopper offense score 17 combined runs during Saturday’s
double-header, along with an-

other 11 during Sunday’s game.
WKU also managed to combine
for 33 total hits in the series.
In game one, Southern Illinois jumped out to a quick
3-0 lead, but the Hilltoppers
exploded for five runs in the
bottom of the second inning
and never looked back, winning the series opener 8-6.
Junior pitcher Josh Bartley
gave up 11 hits and five runs in
five innings. However, the work
put in by the Hilltopper offense
in the second inning proved to
be enough to earn the win.
“Josh wasn’t sharp at the start,
but our offense came back and
did a heck of a job,” Head Coach
Matt Myers said. “We are a team
definitely built for big innings
and to explode quickly”.
Three different players hit
multiple RBI’s including redshirt

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

door of a double-double with nine assists, seven rebounds and six steals in
35 minutes while Jones added seven
assists.
“I knew it was going to be an emotional battle with it being their Senior
Night,” Clark-Heard said. “I just really
wanted a chance for our girls to settle
down. They ended up making some

TRACK AND FIELD

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

three sprinting events. This total was
more than what four of the schools
at the meet reached during the entire
championship.
Regarding field events, seniors Travis Gerding and Cyrus Johnson gave
title-winning performances. Gerding
achieved top honors in weight throw
with a toss of 60-7 1/4 (18.47m). Johnson won the triple jump crown with
a leap of 50-7 1/2 (15.43m). This dis-

MEN'S BASKETBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

but we got back to it today. Hopefully,
we can continue it as we go down the
stretch,” he said. "I
Next game
saw it with all the
kids tonight. They
thursday, march 5
were excited about
6 p.m.
each other. We
VS. charlotte
@ halton arena
played the game
the right way — the
ball was moving.
The ball was being shared. At times,
we made it look easy on the offensive
end."
Another impressive performance by
WKU's seniors proved to be enough to
defeat FAU, Thursday at Diddle Arena.
The senior trio shot a combined 19-31

Everyone on this pitching staff
has worked this week to try and get
us back to where we should be...”
John Harman
senior catcher Ryan Messex,
who went 2-3 at the plate, scoring twice.
Unlike game one, game two
of the series showcased a dominant defensive performance
from the Hilltoppers as they
allowed only one Saluki run,
resulting in a Topper win of 9-1.
Junior John Harman started
the game and pitched a gem
for six innings, allowing only
two hits and no runs. Harman only allowed one runner to advance into scoring

position, and threw a career
high in strikeouts with eight.
redshirt sophomore Kevin Elder also pitched well, throwing for three innings and only
giving up one run and one hit.
“From a pitching standpoint,
we haven’t pitched to the best
of our abilities, and we know
that we are good,” Harman
said. “Everyone on this pitching staff has worked this week
to try and get us back to where
we should be and hopefully,
we have made it back.”

For WKU, the final game of the
series proved to be an offensive
clinic. Nine players recorded at
least one hit, tallying 15 total to
put up a season-high of 11 runs
and defeating SIU 11-6.
Star performers from the
series were junior third baseman Danny Hudzina, who
went 6-14 at the plate, adding
four RBI’s and three runs, and
Duckworth, who went 4-7 at
the plate with three runs and
three RBI’s including a home
run in game three.
“This is huge for us. I don’t care
who you are—sweeps are tough
to come by in college baseball,”
Myers said. “(Southern Illinois)
are a young team over there, but
Coach Henderson’s clubs are
tough and they fight. We really
needed this today, even though
it wasn’t clean.”

big shots, and I was happy about that.”
The Lady Toppers, who visited FIU
on Senior Night, fell behind 11-3 in the
opening three minutes. The Lady Toppers seemed relatively unshaken by
their sluggish start and responded by
scoring eight straight to tie the game at
11, finishing the first half on a 34-7 run
to lead 37-18.
“Tonight was their senior night, so
they came out with a lot of energy, and
we didn’t match it and do as well as we

should have at first,” Jones said. “Once
we got settled in and started playing
our game and making shots, everything started falling into place.”
The Lady Toppers shot 60.7 percent
for the game and held a 34-27 advantage on the boards in the win. FIU (324, 0-16) was held to just 34.5 percent
shooting from the field in the game
and committed 22 turnovers, leading
to 20 WKU points.
The Lady Toppers return home for

the final two home games of the season, facing Charlotte on Thursday,
March 5 at 7 p.m., and Old Dominion
on Saturday, March 7 at 2 p.m.
“Something this team is done is they
have taken care of things on the road,”
Clark-Heard said. “Now, we really need
to finish out with a bang.”
Saturday’s contest will be Senior
Night as WKU will honor seniors Chastity Gooch, Alexis Govan and Ileana
Johnson.

tance is the second best recorded in
WKU history.
Sears, who participated in sprinting
as well as long jump events, achieved a
leap of 25-1 1/4 (7.65m). This is the longest jump in WKU history since 1983.
Sears’ sixth place triple jump added
points to the overall score as well.
The Lady Toppers second place
showing can be attributed to the six allleague performances and five careerbests that the women’s team brought
forward.
Senior Chioma Agwunobi contribut-

ed 17 points by notching second place
in the 200-meter dash and fifth place
in the 60-meter dash.
Agwunobi’s long jump of 19-9
(6.02m) was also her career best and
ranked fourth in WKU history.
Sophomore thrower, Jenessa Jackson
delivered a career best and runner-up
weight throw of 61-2 (18.64m), taking
home fourth place with a personal best
shot put throw of 48-4 (14.73m).
Junior Katie Lever clocked a time of
16:54.03 in the 5,000-meter run, which
was good for a third place spot.

The Lady Topper pole vaulters Ria
Mollers and Karleigh Parker won second and third place respectively. Parker, a senior, won third place, clearing
12-7 1/2 (3.85m). Mollers, a freshman,
also cleared that same distance, but
won runner-up due to fewer misses.
“Absolutely,” said Jenkins when asked
if he was pleased with the weekend
results. “Especially with the lack of us
having an indoor training facility here
at WKU, and the fact that we were actually out of school for a week because
of the weather.”

from the floor and a team-high of 17
points each. The effort was enough to
overcome a 29-32 halftime deficit and
defeat the Owls for the second time
this season 71-68.
The two wins came at a much needed
time for the Hilltoppers. Since dropping
out of first place in the C-USA standings
in February, WKU now sits in a threeway tie for third place with UTEP and
Old Dominion. WKU's final two games
of the regular season will be on the road
Thursday, March 5 at Charlotte and Saturday, March 7 at Old Dominion. The
showdown with the Monarchs, on Saturday, will be a tough test for the Hilltoppers, with first round bye implications in
the C-USA tournament on the line.
"I told them just don't have any regrets," Harper said. "Don’t, 'I wish I

would have worked harder on Monday' or 'I wish I would have done it.' No
regrets, let's go play as hard as we possibly can and play together and let's
see what happens."
Before the game on Saturday, Fant,
Price and Jackson were honored for
their time at WKU. Jackson has been
with the program for two years, transferring from Texas Tech. He has become the vocal and defensive leader of
a Division I basketball team, a dream
of his when he was younger.
Price and Fant, who have spent
all four years starting at WKU, were
dubbed, before the game, as "two of
the greatest players to ever wear the
red and white." Price currently sits in
eighth place on WKU's all-time leading scorers list, while Fant is in 14th

place. The two have been a part of 74
WKU wins, two NCAA Tournament
teams and two conference tournament championships during their
time at WKU.
A group of 7,119 fans were at Diddle
Arena to say goodbye to the seniors,
the second biggest crowd this season.
With only two regular season games to
go before postseason play, the seniors
will take time to appreciate all that has
happened in their careers.
"There was so much energy in the
building," Jackson said. "It was unbelievable. Perfect way to go out."
"I'm just happy," Price said. "Real
happy. Classic style. Thankful really—
just blessed. Couldn't have asked for
nothing better. I’m just happy and
blessed.”

SOFTBALL

WKU holds opponents scoreless in Nashville
BY HUNTER FRINT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Topper softball team dished out two commanding sweeps over
Akron and Dayton in Nashville this weekend.
Against Akron, WKU dominated in a 14-0 win to channel the five-inning
run rule and end the contest early. Later that day, the Lady Tops kept that
momentum going to hold Dayton scoreless in a 3-0 victory.
Senior pitcher Miranda Kramer allowed only three hits and threw two shut
outs this past Saturday. She pitched the entirety of both games for a total of
12 innings and struck out 24 batters.
“I thought that our hitting was just on par — for the most part — for the
entire team,” said second-year Head Coach Amy Tudor. “I thought Miranda
did a great job on the mound.”
Kramer gave only one hit to Dayton and also pitched 12 strikeouts. She
now has 39 double-digit strikeout games on her career, and six in eight appearances for WKU.
The softball team had to practice indoors in preparation for the contests
because of recent winter weather that has affected the region. Tudor says
that it was difficult to practice to the team’s full ability indoors.
“I was just proud of our overall effort of hitting after being indoors for the
past two weeks,” Tudor said.
On Saturday, March 7, the Lady Toppers will start a three-game opening
series at the WKU Softball Complex against Louisiana Tech. It will also be the
Lady Topper's inaugural Conference USA contest.
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» Men's Basketball: This weekend's
two road games conclude the
Hilltopper's regular season. Follow
@WKUHeraldSports for live updates of
the games throughout the weekend.

TRACK AND FIELD

Jenkins
earns 26th
title win
with WKU
BY HUNTER FRINT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU senior forward Chastity Gooch drives into the lane against an MTSU defender, Saturday Feb. 21 in a Conference USA matchup.
WKU would go on to defeat conference rival MTSU 63-60, in a game that went down to the final buzzer. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

New Conference?

NO PROBLEM

Lady Tops claim part of regular season C-USA title

BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Next game

WKU
claimed
what is currentthursday, march 5
ly just a portion
7 p.m.
of the 2014-15
VS. charlotte
Conference USA
@ diddle arena
Regular
Season
Championship on
Saturday, commanding an 88-47 win
over FIU in Miami.
WKU (25-4, 14-2) claimed at least a
share of the title with help from UAB
(15-12, 9-7) defeating MTSU (18-8, 124). The Lady Toppers won their first

regular-season title as a member of
C-USA in their inaugural season, and
their 11th regular-season title in program history.
With a win in either of the Lady Topper’s next two games, WKU would win
the conference outright.
Freshman Tashia Brown tabbed a
career-high of 19 points. Four other
Lady Toppers also ended the night
with double-digits.
“In the first half, my shots weren’t
falling,” Tashia Brown said. “I started
passing it around a lot and coach
got on to me a little bit, so I just kept
shooting the ball. In the second half,

they started falling.”
Tashia Brown notched all 19 of her
points in the second half.
“Tashia has been so consistent for
us this season,” Head Coach Michelle
Clark-Heard said. “Being able to come
in and do the things she does for this
team … says a lot for her.”
Redshirt sophomore Kendall Noble added 15 points, senior Chastity
Gooch notched 16, and freshman Ivy
Brown and junior Micah Jones each
had 11 points (a career-high for Ivy
Brown). Noble was knocking on the

SEE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
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The WKU Track & Field program put
forth a strong showing in its inaugural Conference USA indoor track and
field championship, this weekend in
Birmingham, Alabama.
The men’s side finished first in
the contest held at the Birmingham
CrossPlex, collecting a total of 127
points. Right behind the Hilltoppers
was UTSA with 107 points, third was
UTEP and fourth was Rice. This was
the Hilltoppers’ third indoor championship title in the past four seasons.
The Lady Toppers also grabbed the
attention of conference foes in their
inaugural championship effort. WKU
women’s finished the weekend second overall, accumulating a total of 84
points, just behind UTEP’s 122. Rice
placed third behind the Lady Toppers,
with North Texas following in fourth
and Louisiana Tech placing fifth.
The victory gave Head Coach Erik
Jenkins his 26th conference title since
he started coaching at WKU in 2008,
and he is excited about the competition that came with the new conference.
“There are a lot of very good, elitelevel athletes that compete in the
Conference USA,” Jenkins said. “There
are some very good, talented, and successful coaches that are in Conference
USA — it’s an outstanding league.”
Sophomore sprinter Emmanuel Dasor placed first in the 200-meter dash
with a personal best record of 21.10
seconds. The mark is the second fastest in WKU history, tying 2008 Hilltopper graduate and 2012 Olympian,
Gavin Smellie.
Freshman Julius Morris also performed well in the 200 with a secondplace finish, while sophomore Ventavius Sears pulled third place.
In the 400-meter dash, Dasor and
Sears snagged second and third respectively with close times of 47.60
and 47.68 seconds respectively.
Junior Ja’Karyus Redwine set the
bar for a successful day by finishing
the 60-meter dash finals with a time
of 6.75 seconds for first place. Morris
achieved third place in the event.
WKU scored 57 points total in the
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Seniors thrive, say goodbye in win over FIU
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
After losing four consecutive games for the first time
since 2011-12, the WKU basketball team found their offensive spark once again and
defeated Conference USA opponents FAU and FIU for the
second time this season. The
wins were marked by quality play from WKU's three
seniors, Trency Jackson, T.J.
Price and George Fant, who
also said goodbye to WKU fans
in their final game at their Senior Night, Saturday at Diddle
Arena.
Saturday's 77-61 victory
over FIU was the resurgence
of the Hilltoppers that fans
have been waiting to see since
mid-January. WKU had 21 assists to 15 turnovers. Their defense held FIU to 39 percent

shooting and they outscored
the Panthers in bench points
32-10. Ben Lawson, Justin
Johnson and Aleksej Rostov
all came off the bench to score
9 points each. Scoring when
the starters are off the court is
a key area in which WKU has
been striving to improve.
The three seniors didn't
disappoint in their final
game at Diddle Arena. The
trio combined for 37 points,
14 rebounds, and 12 assists.
Jackson led the way, tying a
career high with five 3-pointers in the first half. He led all
players with 17 points in the
game.
"I thought everyone really
contributed," Head Coach
Ray Harper said. "We got back
to moving the basketball ... It
abandoned us for a little bit,

SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL WKU senior guard Trency Jackson attempts a lay up against Florida International, on Saturday Feb. 28
PAGE B3 at Diddle Arena. Jackson scored a total of 17 points, resulting in a 77-61 WKU win. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
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